HILTON ATMORE SMITH It is difficult to be objective when one reflects upon the life of a person who was one's teacher, collaborator, and friend for more than 30 years. Yet a dispassionate view leads one to the conclusion that HILTON ATMORE SMITH made significant contributions to his time. His life's work improved h s profession and the discipline of pathology. Scholar, scientist, and teacher, the careers of many, including my own, were decisively affected by his teachings and example. It is not easy to define just what facets of his character had so much influence on so many of us. Perhaps an attempt to recapitulate his life might provide some insight into this question.
My first encounter with him was in the early 1930's when he, as a young instructor in the College of Veterinary Medicine of the State College of Washington (now Washington State University), taught so many subjects that one was reminded of the teacher in the old one-room schoolhouse. I am still amazed at how well he did it all, with superb (obviously necessary) organization, and yet with attention to precise detail. He succeeded admirably in giving his students a solid basis in the fundamentals of each subject he taught. I question that any one of the several instructors who later took over his subjects could do as well in any one. His skill as a teacher was at its best when he took up histology and pathologic anatomy. These were his fort6 in pathology, but he was always interested in pathology in its broadest senseetiology, pathogenesis, and clinical-pathologic correlations were always part of his armentarium.
A big man physically, yet soft-spoken and exceedingly modest, he was not easy to get to know but he kept loyal friendships for his lifetime. Somewhat diffident and reserved, he had several mannerisms as a lecturer but these were soon forgotten as his superb organization and clarity of presentation were recognized. After 30 years, some of his students, including this writer, remember h s precise descriptions of a structure or process, given in exact language and accompanied by the production of neat and exact drawings on the blackboard. As a teacher, he never assumed that the student knew something until it had been presented at least once. Although he was extremely demanding of himself as a scholar, he was patient and tolerant of the begining student. This quality didn't seem to interfere with his ability to recognize achievement in a student or colleague and to encourage greater effort.
One of his former students and a lifetime colleague, Dr. FRED D.
MAURER, Associate Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine of
Texas A&M University, writes as follows of HILTON SMITH: "When I went to Washington State in 1934, HILTON was teaching histology, pathology, bacteriology, parasitology, and poultry diseases and doing a superb job with each one of them. In fact I thnli he was the best teacher I ever had. He was exceedingly methodic, thorough, and patient in his presentation of material. I can see him yet standing at a blackboard using a variety of colored chalks to draw in great detail some histologic structure which he explained as he drew. In spite of the load that he was carrying, his willingness to answer questions and discuss things in detail with students caused him to be held in highest respect by his classes. In addition to carrying this very heavy teaching load, he also did many of the necropsies at the veterinary school, and conducted laboratory diagnostic work in relation to his subject areas which included periodic trips into the field. In addition to this diagnostic and necropsy work, he also was the city milk inspector and did the laboratory work for milk inspection in the laboratory at the college. He was also much interested and involved in the preparation of training aids, particularly pathologic slides for class work and in the preparation of photographs. I have some colored photographs which he prepared in 1935 and 1936 which are excellent color reproductions of H&E slides. This was done by a tedious overlay method using 3 colored films at a time before liodachrome was developed.
HILTON was a very conservative man and most economical of all resources. I am told that he lived in a trailer of his own making while attending veterinary school in Colorado working his way through with a minimum of outside support, if any. His early need for economy set a pattern which he followed throughout his life. He never wasted time nor materials and was most economical and resourceful in the utilization of such funds as became available to him for his work. I have never known another man who could put in 6 or 7 long days a week consistently in some aspect of pathology, month after month, and still maintain his eagerness and enthusiasm for his work. When I knew him in Pullman, he worked long hours for 6 or 6 % days a week and many years later when he came to the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology after retirement from Texas A&M early in 1960, he continued to work these same long hours; this habit of work prevailed when he was at Ft. Knox and at the last here at Texas A&M. I remember in Pullman as a student, that the only time when one could not find him at the laboratory was on Sunday afternoons when he would frequently take trips with his family and often include a student or two. I recall having made several such trips with him which were always enjoyable and revealed that he had interests and broad knowledge outside of pathology. He had a reverence for honest hard work which was responsible for his tremendous productivity as a teacher and as a worker in veterinary medicine. His text book attests to his ability to accumulate a great fund of linowledge and to retain it by continual usage. I have always been so very glad for his having teamed up with Dr. CARL JONES to write their text book, because it would have been a tragic loss to veterinary medicine if he had not done so. It was also fortunate that Dr. HILTON SMITH was a teacher, because I am sure he inspired a very high percentage of his students by setting an example of scholarly achievement which became a goal very rarely attained by his students. Dr. SMITH had a professional honesty which was readily recognized by his associates. There was never any pretense, if he did not know, he would say so but if he had an answer you could bank on it being a good one that was well supported by his experience or by literature which he could find for you. Dr. SMITH would always go out of his way to help anyone he thought was at all worthy. I would never have been enabled to attend Cornell if it had not been for his help. He made it possible for me to get an instructorship, without which I would not have been able to go. A kind courteous man, he gave everyone the benefit of the doubt and could help a man correct his mistakes without embarrassing or antagonizing him. I am sure that I am one of many who owe him a great debt of gratitude".
An extract from a letter of a colleague of HILTON'S a t Texas A&M University, Dr. RICH.4RD D. TURK, presents a succinct appraisal:. . . "HILTON was a friend. He cared nothing for pretense. If he lilsed you, you could do no wrong. However, he had no use for four-flushers. If he owed you a debt, you would get it. If he were owed, he expected payment.. . I will always be proud that I knew HILTON SMITH and that he considered me as a friend". Instead Dr. SMITH called the book a classic and proceded to praise it highly. In this review his linguistic knowledge emerges in a quip about English, which he terms a language 'pervaded with silly incongruities of spelling, pronunciation and usage'.'' HILTON ATMORE SMITH was born on October 12,1895 in Marion, Indiana, the first born of WILBUR OLIVER SMITH and EVA (SMITH) SMITH. His parents moved to Denver, Colorado when he was 5. His industriousness was evident at an early age when he started working as a paper boy and later graduated from high school at the age of 16. He worked the next 4 years in the wrapping department of the Denver Dry Goods Store, them moved to a homestead on a dry-land farm of 1 % sections, just outside of Fort Morgan, Colorado. After his mother's death 4 years later, he sold this farm and returned to Denver. Here he lived with his father and worked for the next 4 years in the delivery department of the Denver Dry Goods Store. After these 12 years of hard work and thrift he had saved enough to enroll at Colorado State at Fort Collins.
His plans for a college career free of financial worry were soon shattered by a series of money problems resulting from some unwise investments made by his father. He accepted responsibility for his father's debts and his continued support, acts which wiped out HILTON'S savings and put him in debt. These burdens seemed only to increase his determination to stay in college and to succeed as a student. He found it necessary to find several part-time jobs and to build a tiny house trailer (the first on the campus) in which to live. One of his jobs was as a histologic technician for Dr. WILLIAM H. FELDMAN, the Professor of Veterinary Pathology. His academic record and extracurricular accomplishments were soon to attest to his ability and dedication. He not only demonstrated his superior academic abilities but consistently excelled in everything he undertook. By graduation time in 1928, he not only stood at the top of his class in the College of Veterinary Medicine but also had an academic average which placed him at the top of the entire university's graduating class.
HILTON was elected a member of Alpha Psi, Phi Kappa Phi, and Scabbard and Blade while a student at Colorado. Dr. GEORGE H.
GLOVER, Dean of the College of Veterinary Medicine, was quoted in the Denver Post as declaring HILTON, "one of the most outstanding students we have ever had in the veterinary division".
HILTON became interested in the Reserve Officers Training Corps and demonstrated his proficiency by winning the Scabbard and Blade silver cup, an unprecedented 3 years in succession! He was Cadet Lieutenant Colonel and Adjutant at the time of his graduation. He also served as a member of the Colorado National Guard for several years and was a Sergeant in Company H of the 157th Infantry by the time of his graduation from Colorado State. He was offered a commission in the Regular Army Field Artillery, but declined this commission in order to follow his professional and scientific interests. He did accept a commission in the Army Reserve, and served on active duty during World War 11.
After graduating from Colorado State in 1928, HILTON sold his trailer house to another student, dusted off an ancient Buick, which he bought from a junk yard several years before, repaired it with his own hands, and drove it from Fort Collins to Pullman, Washington. Shortly after assuming his duties as instructor in Pathology at Washington State College he started taking graduate courses in mathematics, chemistry, and French, thus continuing the pattern of diligent scholarship which was to endure for his entire life.
In 1929 HILTON was one of the leaders who were instrumental inorganizing the American College of Veterinary Pathologists in 1948. Not only was he a charter member but he served in many l e y positions, including moderator for one of the seminars, Councillor, a member of the Examining Committee, Vice President, and President. He was a member of the American Veterinary Medical Association from 1928 until his death. He was selected for membership in the International Academy of Pathology in 1936, and was elected to membership in the American Association of Pathologists and Bacteriologists in 1949. He was elected to membership in the Conference of Research Workers in Animal Disease in 1950 and joined the Texas Veterinary Medical Association in 1954.
It was mentioned above that he was elected to 3 honorary scholastic organizations while he was a student at Colorado State: Alpha Psi, Phi Kappa Phi, Scabbard and Blade. He later was honored by membership in Phi Sigma, Phi Zeta, and Sigma Psi.
He was appointed a consultant to the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology in 1944 and served in residence at the AFIP many times during the rest of his life. He was also consultant to the Stanford Research Institute. He was selected by the Brazilian Government and appointed Professor Visitante in Brazil in 1953. He served in this capacity by lecturing to students in several of the veterinary colleges of Brazil during 1953. He also served as an abstractor to Biological Abstracts, using his linguistic talents to translate several scientific journals from Portuguse and Spanish. He served as a member of the Committee of Pathology of the National Research Council, National Academy of Sciences, 1952-56. He was a member of the Committee on Registry of Veterinary Pathology of the American Veterinary Medical Association in 1953-54. He also served on a special Advisory Committee to the Secretary of Agriculture in 1958.
HILTON'S contributions to the literature varied ; most were written on veterinary pathology, but at least one paper was written on photographic color techniques in pathology. The first edition of his book, co-authored with this biographer, Veterinary Patholqy, was completed in 1957. Hilton was active in the preparation of the second and third editions, the lattcr appearing in 1966, following his death. He was confined to his bed, racked with pain, during most of time that he worked on the revision of the third edition. He completed his manuscript for delivery to the publishers, at College Station, a few short weeks before his death.
Considering the large amount of time he spent on his professional work, it seems difficult to imagine that he had any time for hobbies, but in fact he did. He was very much interested in color photography in the days before commercial color film was widely available. He made his own color-separation negatives and used some innovative ideas to produce photographic prints of microscopic sections in color. He lilted to work with his hands and built at least one house by himself. He also liked to work in the garden and repair the house. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church.
HILTON'S life was dominated by his dogged perseverance in face of many obstacles. He applied hmself with utmost diligence to his own development as a scholar. He was able to study nature as well as books with a critical, conservative, unflamboyant approach in which he considered all points of view. Yet he was eagerly willing to change his pedagogic stance on any matter once new evidence could be applied. His outstanding quality as a scholar earned the respect of students and contributed greatly to his success as a teacher. In the classroom he superbly organized complicated, detailed, and interrelated (and sometimes seemingly extraneous) facts into comprehensive and simplified presentations. His example of intellectual honesty and humility formed a strong part of his value as a tcacher. His example of hard work and dedication were not lost on his students. He was a stern taskmaster for himself but still sympathetic andunderstanding of others with less dedication and always had a tactful, understanding approach to viewpoints of others on scientific matters. In his rolc as a teacher, he contributed most significantly to the discipline of veterinary pathology and to the development of his profession. THOMAS CARLYLE JONES
